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Transcript of Speech by the President at St. John’s University 


Following is the transcript of Presi- 
dent Reagan’s speech at St. John’s 
University in Queens yesterday, as 
recorded by The New York Times 
through the facilities of ABC News; 

Thank you. Thank you ail very 
much. Thank you, all of you, mem- 
bers of the administration, of the fac- 
ulty, find students of St. John’s, my 
fathers. And all of you* I can’t tell you 
ho^r deeply honored I am and I bring 
the very sincere regrets of Nancy, ' 
who was invited. , 

But 1 have to tell you, 1 found out 
that I’m the only one in the family 
that gets paid, but the Government 
gets another employee free — Nancy, 

- they’ve got hef working, fpo. 

But I think I should tell you why 
I’ve come here today and why I’m so 
honored by this degree. Now, it’s true 
that I’ve heard about a rare find ex- 
otic flower that grows only in Queens. 

I think you call it the mulberry. And I 
wanted to see it. . 

It’s true that I’m ever in search for 
candidates for our diplomatic staff, 
and so 1 wanted to meet a gentleman 
named Louis Camesecca. Iknow he’s 
elsewhere on a very important en- 
gagement right how, And it’s also 
true that I wanted to see the school 
that some people are saying is just 
A-No. 1, top of the heap, king of the 
hill; And I know that right now that’s 
being said in connection with college 
basketball, but from what I’ve 
learned of your university the honor 
extends to a great many other areas 
as well. 

But there is more. For some time 
I’ve been hearing about a university 
in New York that boasts among its 
alumni the Governors of our two big- 
gest states — Gov.* Mario Cuomo of 
Nejr York and Gbv, George Duekme- 
jian of California. I’ve heard that this 
university has the highest bar exam 
pass ratio in the nation, that it at- 
tracts more than' a thousand students 
a year from 8S countries on six conti- 
nents of the earth, and that among its 
alumni are a third of our — of one 
state legislature and more than 250 • 
judges. So naturally, I wanted to see 
the new Harvard and thank St. John’s 
for inviting me. 

Thank you. 

1 - Past and Future 

I I’ve come Here today to talk about 
where our country has been for the 
past few years and where it’s going. 
And I want to talk to you about our vi- 
rion of the future and the kind of 
America that we now have a dazzling 
opportunity to create. When 1 took of 
nee four years ago, many of you were 
in high! school, But in spite of your 
youth, 1 know you were aware that 
America at that time was in a crisis. 
Inflation wai over 12 percent, the 
jprime interest rate was over 21 per- 
cent, unemployment was growing 
and recent graduates were having 
trouble finding jobs. Government was 
, weighing all of our people down with 
- . excess! vepersOriar taxes,' with bus!-’ 
pess taxes and meddlesome regula- 
tions. 

* lift 1981, we rolled up our sleeves 
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President Reagan receiving degree from the Very Rev, Joseph T. Cahill, president of St. John’s University. 


and applied new thinking to these by 
now old problems. We cut tax rates 
for all individuals and businesses. We 
passed tax indexing so that inflation 
wouldn’t force your parents into ever- 
higher brackets as their income in- 


J. We drove inflation down to ’ on and what effect that has on your 

below 4 percent . We got the £conony 


talking about involves three things, j want to talk a little here about how 

One is taxes — the amount you and tax rates impinge directly on you. If 
your parents and friends pay tp the you are a senior maj6ring in business, 
government that demands your you’ll get out of school and go into the 
money. Another is spending — what job market in June, Let’s say you 
**•“' Government spends your money have the good fortune to be hired as a 
^ _ .... . salesperson for a firm with a starting 


moving again. And, in truth, we can't 
take complete credit for the ideas 
that reignited our current economic 
growth. After all, John Kennedy had 
done what we had done and great 
growth followed, and Japan had done 
what we had done and become the 
economic dynamd of the East. 

By 1984, last year, our economy 
was growing stronger and faster than 
it had in over 30 years, while inflation 
stayed lower than at any time since 
1967,. Civilian employment has grown 
by seven and a half million new jobs 
over the past two years, and the num- 
ber of unemployed has fallen by more 
than, three million in the past five 
months alone. And that is more than a 
million and a half Americans — what 
is more, I should say, have found 
jobs. * 

‘Now Is the Key Moment' 

We have made great progress the 
past four years, but it’s what we do in 
the next four yearn that will deter- 
mine whether the American recovery 
really lasts. Now is the time, now is 
the key moment, to make dramatic 
change; I’m 1 speaking of a change so» 
fundamental that 1 could really call it 
; radical — radical aj in reaching down 
to the roots. The revolution that I’m 


But taxes and spending are like the 
foundation of a big house called 
growth. If our tax and spending poli- 
cies are sound and balanced, the foun- 
dation will be rock-solid and the house 
of growth will stand and endure, 

, Our Administratioii has reduced 
tax rates, as I’ve noted, but that’s 
only the beginning. We have to do bet- 
ter. I believe we have to tear down 
our present tax structure and build a 
s. We will propose a tax sim- 


salary of $20,000 a year. That's 
enough to live on with some comfort, 
but not luxurious by any means in 
these days’. 

Now you’re young and single, you 
share a small apartment in Manhat- 
tan and your share of the — I mean 
that “share” in a certainly different 
way than you reacted — And your 
share of the rent is, say, $500 a month. 
When you make out your taxes, you 
claim one exemption for yourself and 

, you find that once you’ve worked for a 

plifleation plan. Tax simplification year that between Federal taxes, 
will make the rate structure simpler state taxes, city^ taxes, Social Se- 
and more fair, it will limit deductions curity and sales taxes, you are giving 
and it will lower tax rates further. over 30 percent of your entire $20,000 
With a simplified tax system, we salary to taxes — more than $6,000. 
would have a top rate far lower than^- Now 1 could argue the morality of 
the current top personal tax rate of 50 this, of ypur paying so much and in- 
percent A side benefit of this is that it voluntarily finding yourself in a 
will move us away from the whole condition of something approaching, 
strange world of unproductive tax servitude — and I will. But I wish 
shelters. For once, all Americans will right now to speak of broader practl- 
know that their neighbors, as well as cal purposes. If you were allowed to 
they, are paying their fair share and keep more of your money, you’d 
not hiding behind loopholes and shel- likely do one of three things with it: 

ters. ■*. You could spend it on a portable com- 

We want to make the tax system puter, say, or clothing or entertain- 
simpler and more fair, and we want .pent, and thereby stimulate the 
•'to push tax rates down still further. • ecohOnfp to hire more computer, 


creating new businesses, new jobs 
and new wealth. This is the magic 
that is and always has been at the 
heart of America’s economic ‘ 
strength. 

We have lived through the age of 
big industry and the age of the giant 
corporation, but I believe that this is 
the age of the entrepreneur, the age of 
the individual. That’s where Amer- 
ican prosperity is coming from now, 
and that’s where it’s going to come 
from ia the future. 

But may I just pause here for a sec- 
ond and tell you about a couple of fel- 
lows who came to see me the other 
day, young men. In 1981, just four 
years ago, they started a business 
with only a thousand dollars between 
them and everyone told them they 
were crazy. Last year their business 
did a million and a half dollars and 
they expect to do two and a half mil- 
lion this year. And part of it was be- 
cause they had the wit to use their 
names productively. Their business 
is using their names, the Cain 4 Abell 
electric business. • 

The technological revolution has 
seen to some of the things that I’m 
talking about. We have to recognize it 
and encourage the brave men and 
women who are taking risks and in- 
vesting in the future. They ought to be 
honored. But to invest your time and 
money and concern is a leap of faith, 
a profoundly hopeful act that says, 
“Yes, 1 have faith in the future. I am 
the future. The future is wfjat I make 
of it." 

Economic Answers 

Economic growth and economic 
freedom are the' economic answer. 
But we cannot stop at reforming our 
tax structure, we must also reform 
our spending policies. You may 
remember wnat I said last summer, 
that we could compare the big spend- 
ers in Congress with a drunken sailor 
out on a spree, but that would really 
be unfair to the sailor because at least 
he’s spending his own money. 

We have to be frank about the Fed- 
;. Our 


This is economic justice; it is, t _ 
nomic sense and the key to America’s 
economic future. 


2 Young Entrepreneurs Cited by Reagan 


i - Two weeks ago, Dale A. Cain and Kent D. Abell 
were invited to the White House tQ meet President 
Reagan. The two young contractors; who had started \ 
an electrical business in 1981 with $1,000, wanted to 
v - thank the President for their four years of prosperity. 

_ “We gave him a company jacket with Cain 4 Abell 
- ‘Inc. on it,” Mr. Cain said. , , 

In a speech at St. John’s University yesterday, 
Mr: Reagan remembered the company’s catchy name 
- . and singled put the two entrepreneurs as examples of 
. ’ “the magic that is and always has been at the heart of 
, Americans economic strength.” 

Cain 4 Abell Inc. , an electrical construction cora- 
* pany in Jeffersonville, Jnd., near Louisville, Ky., was 
founded four years ago. Since then, the company has . 
V grown to 35 employees and does electrical contracting 
in Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio; Its revenues last year 


“They fell people they should never open up a 
business without $50,000,” Mr. Cain, who is 33 years 
old and owns halt of the company, said. ' 

“in 1981, we started with $1,000,” he said. At the 
time, the company did not consider applying for a 
small business loan or any other Government help. 
Both partners believed that they had to make it by 
themselves. 

• The owners have built the company by taking 
small loans, buying assets with the money, paying 
back the loans from earnings and borrowing more 
money using the assets as collateral. According to Mr. 
Cain, this is the way to be a true entrepreneur. “Be- 
sides, I’m a positive believing son-of-a-gun,” he said. 


Or you could save it and add to the 
pool of capital from which banks lend 
money, thereby stimulating the econ- 
omy by making capital available for 
businesses to grow. Or you could be 
very creative and invest your 1 money 
in a private enterprise. Now some of 
you are only a generation or two re- 
moved from the immigrant experi- 
ence; some of you are the grandsons 
and granddaughters of sharecroppers 
who came north for jobs ; many of you 
are the first ip your family to go to 
college, I was the first in mine, and I, 
too, am a grandson of immigrants. 

Expanding the Economy 
All of you come from hardy, risk- 
taking stock, and you’re very much 
the sort of people who would, in a few 
years, take the few thousand you’d 
gain from a tax cut and pool it with 
friends and acquaintances in order to 
invest it. Twenty of you might put up 
as much as $5,000 each apd start a 
business — \ local newspaper, a 
small record company, a service in- 
dustry, a small computer firm, what- 
ever. And that expands the economy. 


Reagan Utges Sharp Shift in Econornic Policy, Saying It Is ' Age of the Entrepreneur’ 


Continued From Page 1 


the nation. “The house we Hope to build 
iS ojie that is not for my generation but 
for. yours. It is your future that mat- 
ters. And I hope that when you’re my 
age yop will be able to say: ‘We lived in 
freedom. We lived lives that were a 
statement, not an apology.’ " 

; White House officials said Mr. Rea- 
gan’s trip to New York was intended to 
solidify his support among such key 
constituencies as business people and 
$>lue-cqllar families. It was also ’in- 
tended to send a signal to Capitol Hill 
that these groups and others endorsed 
his budget proposals to freeze, curtail 
and eliminate numerous social and do- 
mestic programs while increasing the 
fate of military spending. 

< Ike appearances yesterday came 
while the White House and Senate Re- 
publicans are discussing a budget com- 
promise over military spending — a 
compromise that, Mr. Reagan indi- 
cated at St: John’s, he was “willing to 
consider” as long as.the defense cuts 
were in “noncritlcal areas." 

1 Mri Reagan wds welcomed by Mayor 
Kochi at Kennedy Airport at 9:10 A.M., 
accompanied by Donald T. Regan, the 
president’s chief of staff, as well as 
Senator Alfonse M« D’ Amato, the New 
York Republican who is up for re-elec- 
tion next year, . 

From there Mr. Reagan flew by heli- 
copter to Battery Park, and then trav- 
eled under heavy police protection by 
car $q the New York Stock Exchange 
where he stood on a balcony at 9:53 
A.M., seven minutes before trading 
pe£ an, and grinned at the buoyant re- 
sponse from floor traders who chanted, 
/‘Ronnie, Ronnie, Ronnie.” 

’ Later at St. John’s, before an equally 
[enthusiastic crowd, Mr. Reagan ap- 
provingly cited John F. Kennedy sev- 
eral times cm the need for economic as 


well as military strength. He also noted 
that Governor Cuomo — whose name 
brought a mixture of boos and cheers — 
and Gov. George Deukmejian of Cali- 
fomia, a Republican, attended St. 
John’s. 

“We have made great progress the 
past fpur years," Mr, Reagan said. 
‘But it’s what we do in the next four 
years that will determine whether the 
American recovery really lasts. Now is 
the time, now is the key mpment, to 
make dramatic change." 

He added: “I’m speaking of a phange 
so fundamental that I could really call 
it radical — radical as in reaching 
down to the roots." Mr. Reagan said 
that “the revolution" he seeks involves 
an overhaul of the tax system — “I be- 
lieve we have to tear down our present 
tax structure and build a new one” — 

well as sharp limits on Government 


“ If we don’t get the size and weight of 
Government down, then it will simply 
flatten the economy like a steamroller 
and make economic vitality an impos- 
sible dream," said Mr. Reagan, who 
left St. John’s with an aqua, maroon 
and brown sweater similar to that worn 
by Lou Camesecca, the school’s bas- 
ketball coach, during the team’s 19- 
game winning streak. • 

At St. John’s, Mr. Reagan received 
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
from the university’s president, the 
Very Rev. Joseph T. Cahill. “Ronald 


Quake Felt in North Japan 

TOKYO, Friday, March 29 (AP) — A 
strong earthquake shook the northern 
Japanese islands of Honshu and Hok- 
kaido early today, the Central Meteoro- 
logical Agency reported- There were no 
immediate reports of damage or casu- 
alties- The quake had a preliminary 
reading of 8.8 on the Richter scale, with 
the epicenter in Akita Prefecture. 


Reagan is a leader President,” Father 
Cahill said. “He knows what he- be- 
lieves, believes it fervently, and fights 
for it." 

Mr. Reagan received wily scattered 
applause while defending his proposed 
$2.3 billion reduction in financial aid 
for college students, largely through 
the elimination of federally subsidized 
loans to students from families whose 
gross income is more than $32,500 a 
year. 

"I want to mention, by the way, that I 
know that some of you are concerned 
about our proposed limits on financial 
aid for students,” he said. “We’re 
trying to ensure an aid system that 
helps. all those who need it.” He said 
that “spending on higher education is 
still more than $7 billion —as much as 
it was in 1982 and 1983, and more than 
double what it was 10 years ago.” 

At a distance outside the gymnasium 
about two dozen student and faculty 
demonstrators carried placards pro- 
testing the Administration’s budget 
cuts as well as policies in South Africa 
and Central America. 

“He couldn’t care less about the 
poor,” said the Rev. Brian O’Connell, a 
sociology instuctor. Beside him, the 
Rev. Joseph Foley, a campus chaplain 
and theology teacher, said: “People re- 
spond to tne President’s personal cha- 
risma, not his policies. I would think 
what he’s done about student aid 
wouldn’t sit too well here.” *[ 

Jargon of Wall Street i 

In his visit to the New York Stock Ex- 
change. Mr. Reagan, plainly enjoying 
himself, adopted the jargon of Wall 
Street as he stood beside John J. 
Phelan Jr., the Stock Exchange chair- 
man, and Mr. Regan, former chairman 
of Merrill Lynch 4 Company* 

After telling the crowd that he was 
“bullish on the American economy,” 
Mr. Reagan said thft if Corigress 
adopted the budget restraints and tax 


simplification he seeks, “Our economy 
will be free to expand its full potential, 
driving the bears back into permanent 
hibernation.” 

He added: “That’s our economic pro- 
gram for the next four years. We’re 
going to turn the bull loose.” 

Mr. Reagan lectured the nation’s 
trading [partners for failing to keep up 
with American growth, comparing the 
American economy to “a race horse 
that’s begun to gallop in front of the 
field." He added, “Other nations, hob- 
bled by high tax rates and weighed 


down by government spending, have 
been slow to catch up. ,f 

Moments before he pressed the bell 
that began floor trading, Mr. Reagan 
drew a roar of applause by quoting his 
favorite Clint Eastwood line. “If Con- 
gress can’t cut, I will," he said firmly. 
“Let me tell you, let me tell you it 
really would make my day.” 

As he left for a brief meeting in the 
Stock Exchange board room of about 
200 financial executives, Mr. Reagan 
smiled and said, “What you have done 
for me is better than a hot tip." 


The Picking of St. John’s 


The White House selected St. 
John’s University as the site of a 
major speech by President Rea- 
gan because the school repre- 
sented “a cross section of stu- 
dentp” whose families support ’ 
Mr. Reagan’s policies, White 
House officials said yesterday. 

Beyond this, the officials said, 
Mr. Reagan and his advisers were 
intent on visiting Wall Street to 
press for the. Administration’s 
budget and tax simplification ef- 
forts, 

“We wanted to visit the stock 
exchange and corporate leaders 
and at the same time address an 
audience that had a mass appeal 
to talk about the budget and tax 
reform, to initiate a public dia- 
logue on these issues,” one White 
House aide said. “We were just 
looking for an invitation in New 
York. We went through the com- 
puter — we had this invitation 
from St, John’s on file.” 

. V . • 


“It's a university audience,” 
the official said. “It’s one where 
Presidents have been well re- 
ceived and it represents a cross 
section of the country.” 

Other officials observed that Sf., 
John’s was an especially favora- 
ble choice because the school — 
the largest Roman Catholic uni- 
versity in the nation, with an en- 
rollment of more than 19,000 — in- 
cludes numerous students from 
blue-collar and ethnic . families 
who endorsed Mr. Reagan in the 
1989 and 1984 elections. 

Mr. Reagan, referring to the 
school’s basketball team as well 
as its overall accomplishments, 
termed St. John’s “A-No. 1, top of 
the heap, king of the hill.” 

When he called St. John’s “the 
new Harvard,” the several thou- 
sand students crammed into the 
school gymnasium burst into sus- 
tained applause. 

_ “j ' ' 


eral budget and deficit spending. 

problem is simple: Your Federal 
Government is now, and long has 
been, spending too muck of your 
money. In the past 10 years, tax reve- 
nues have grown by more than $400 
billion but spending by Government 
has grown by almost $600 billion — 
that’s about 50 percent more than the 
revenues. Government spending has 
grown more than one-third faster 
than the growth of our economy. 
Even our economy — the strongest in 
the world — hasn’t been able to keep 
up with Government’s incessant de- 
mands. 

I’ve recommended a freeze on 
overall domestic spending for the re- 
cently submitted Federal budget, and 
I need your help in supporting these 
efforts. There’s all sorts of ways for 
waste to be cut; there are many enti- 
tlements to be re-examined. We can 
and must do this because if we don’t 
get the size and weight of Govern- 
ment down, then it will simply flatten 
the economy like * steamroller and 
make economic vitality an impossi- 
ble dream. 

Spending is Easier 

I’ve asked - for the support of Con- 
gress in getting spending down, and. 
we're making sopua headway. But it 
takes a lot of courage, for some Sena- 
tors and Congressmen and women to 
support us because there’s always 
more of a constituency for spending 
than for cutting. They’D have to make 
some brave decisions, and when they 
make them they will deserve the sup- 
port and the thanks of our country. 

I want to mention, by the way, that 
I know that some of you are con- 
cerned about our proposed limits on 
financial aid for students. Well, we’re 
trying to ensure an aid system that 
helps all those who need it. Now you 
know that spending on higher educa- 
tioo is still more than $7 billion — as 
much as it was in 1982 and 1983, ahd 
more than double What it was 10 years 
ago. As Education Secretary Bill 
Bennett has pointed out, our student 
aid program is big, and our commit- 


ment to it will continue. And its pri- ; 
maiy purpose will be to provide the 
vital assistance to those wno couldn’t 
get an education without it. 

Now there are some members of 
Congress who make a great show of t 
concern about the problem of deficit 
riding, but they know that it’s in \ 
nature of a peaceful democracy 
nor to want to spend money on weap- \ 
ons for defense out to prefer speeding 
that money on social programs. II 
you really want to control spending — , 
they say if you really want to control 
spending then cut defense. Wejl, all 
right, I see you’re divided on that and 
* I can understand. Because you’ve , 
been treated to a drumbeat of dema- 
gogic propaganda with regard to that - 
one subject. . 

Military Spending ; . * 

Let’s look at the 'facts. Defense 
spending accounts for less than 7 per- . 
cent of our gross national product — 
that’s far less than it 'was in the 1950’s „ 
and 60’s when the threat facing us ■ 
was not nearly so great. And since we ■’ 
first took office we have cut $150 bil- , 
lion oiit of our own proposals for de- 
fense spending. In, fact, right now ] 
we’re running almost $16 billion less , 
than the Carter Administration had V 
projected would be their 1985 budget 
if they were still in office. 

Now at this point it’s a simple ne- 
cessity to continue to bring our armed ‘ 
forces up to date. I told the Senate 
leadership that I’m willing tp con- ' 
sider more defense savings in non- 7 
critical areas but I cannot compro- ' 
mise on the defense programs that 
are vital to our security. The first re- ■» 
sponsibility of an American Presi- " 
dent is to see that this country is se- 
curely defended, in a world in which ' 

. trouble is unfortunately not the ex- ■ . 
ception but the rule. All the great • 
leaders of our time, from Winston - 
Churchill to John Kennedy, have un- "• 
derstood that to maintain the peace 
we must maintain our strength. If we 
don’t, our adversaries will be inspired 
to wild action by our weakness. 

But wq can maintain the peace, and 
we will. We can maintain economic 
growth, and we must. Our economy is 
in good shape now, but we’ve got to 
make sure this isn’t just’ a Rassing 
phase, a temporary pause in cycles of 
recession. We’ve got to see to it that 1 
economic growth becomes an un- 
breaking cycle of its own, and we can ’ 
do that through getting tax rates ‘ I 
down and spending down. ; j 

Freedom Is a Key , ’ ‘ 

Now back to that moral equation I \ - 
mentioned. It has to do with one word ■ 
and that word is freedom. We live in . ‘ I 
difficult times; it’s been a difficult \ \ J , 
century. Perhaps the biggest mistake * ; 
mankind has made in this century is A ’. 
to think that the big answer is how dif- ’ ! 
ficult life is. Well, the big thing that < 
will fill the void of the spiritual values \ 

that some of us rejected is the State — 
that’s their idea, the state with a capi- ; ’ * 
lal S. Well, the political edifice that . " > 
man has built to govern himself. * ; . 
Some have said that this is the thing ' ; 
from which all blessings come. ■.<) 

But if we’ve discovered anything 1 * 
these past feW decades, it is that our 
salvation is not in the State -- our ; 
salvation is in ourselves and what we , 
do with our lives and the choices th%t ’ ) 
we make. It is in the things that we * 
choose to wprship. If we’ve learned 'f ) 
anything, it is that gpvemment that is 
big enough to give you everything you 'j 
want is more likely to simply take ’ i 
everything you’ve got. And that’s not " ' 
freedom, that’s servitude. That isn’t >J 
the way Americans were mdant to ] 

We will always take care of the -!l 
poor and the helpless among us be- ' 
cause that’s the kind of people we are, 1 

and have always been. But we’re a ; . 
people who’ve discovered anew what I 
a deep fountain freedom is, and how • 1 
we cannot live without drinking deep * i ! 
from it. > 

I’m no longer young — you might * { 
have suspected that. The house we ' < 
hope to build is one that is not for my 
generation but for yours. It is your fu - 
ture that matters. And I hope that ; 
when you’re my age you will be able , , 
to say, as 1 1 have been able to say, 

“We hved in freedom. We lived lives . 

'■ that were a statement, not an apol- ** r 
ogy-” ... . i;’ ,.| ’ 

Plea for Support . *.\ 

And so if you can help us, we wel* ' | 
come your support. And either way, > 
we welcome your interest in how our, 4 ; 
country is governed, and how to- / 
gether we can secure justice for our 
people. When I ask for your help it’s ' 
very simple: You are the citizens; '*■ \ 
government works tor you. And it r ’ 
doesn’t hurt if sometimes you decide } 
to be the boss and tell ’em. I have said j 
very many times that those elected in , 
office who sit there in our Capitol Hill v > 
building and the halls of Congress, it -I 
isn’t necessary that you make them ' ' 
see the light — sometimes you have to - 
make them feel the heat. , 

I’ve enjoyed being here yery much, < J 
you’ve greatly honored me. Thank 
you, And I love you, too, believe me, f * ! 
know you have an exciting weekend 
coming up. And knowing your faith, ■ ! 
you may have considered how far you ' ' 
would go in trying for victory. Well, o 
can I just tell you something. When I ; | 
was playing college football — and I h s 
did — I found out one night in a chalk j ' 
talk that was going on with the coach . * 
up in front, and I don’t know how the \ 
conversation got around to prayer, 
but it did., ^ 

Now I had never gone into a game - • I 
in all those four years that I hadn’t K l 
said a prayer. And I was surprised - ' < 
and amazed to leam — I never told • , ? 
anyone that — that everybody ejse on i 
the team did, too. But now the subject " . j. 
was what do you pray and what do > 
you ask for. And believe it or not, all 1 \ 
of us had figured out for ourselves you 
can’t ask God to help you win — how f, 
can he favor you over others of Hi3 ' ■ 
children that are on the other team? -J 
And what we’d figured out for our- v 
selves was that there be no injuries, |j 
that everyone — everyone — do their ! « 
best, that the best team win, and that ‘ 
thus we have no regrets when the '* 
game is over. 

And if you don't mind, I can say 
that prayer for the Redmen. God 
bless you all, tMnk you very raucj»; 

Bless you. Thank you very much;* j* 
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